ABSTRACT. Let R be an integral domain with field of fractions K. 
Introduction and notations.
For any commutative ring, let W(R) denote the Witt ring of symmetric nondegenerate bilinear forms over R as defined in [5] . In this note we study the kernel of the homomorphism W{R) -> show that the kernel is a nilideal if R is a regular noetherian domain, and that it is even zero if R is a complete noetherian regular local ring with 2 a unit. In §3, we give some applications of these results and also provide some examples to show that the regularity hypothesis is needed. We have not been able to determine whether the kernel is zero or not in case R is a regular noetherian local ring with 2 a unit.
We shall consistently use the following notations: For any commutative ring R, we write OÍR) for the group of units of R. If P is a prime ideal of R, we write K{P) for the field of fractions of R/P, i.e., K(P)^Rp/PRp. to R/M shows that R/M is not formally real. Now suppose dim R = n > 1 and let P be a nonzero principal ideal of R. Then R p is a valuation ring with residue class field K(P) so by the above it is enough to show K(P)
is formally real. But R/P is a regular local ring of dimension n -1 with residue class field R/M and field of fractions K(P), so by the induction asumption, K(P) is formally real. 
